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Department of the Interior’s U.S. Geological Survey and 

National Business Center Aviation Management Directorate 

Team Together to Lead the Safe and Cost Effective Adoption 

of UAS Technology  

The Department of the Interior (DOI) National Business Center’s (NBC) Aviation Management 

Directorate (AMD), U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and Aerodyne Corporation, teamed 

together to complete the second ever Raven A Small Unmanned Aircraft System (sUAS) training 

course for DOI employees in Las Cruces, New Mexico.  

 

Thirteen students from USGS, Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(FWS), and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

completed the sUAS training hosted by New Mexico 

State University, a recognized as a pioneer in the research 

and application of UAS technology in the civilian sector. 

The two week course included 22 classes spanning 80 

hours, and was conducted by U.S. Army RQ-11A (Raven) instructors. Each student received 

instruction in basic and advanced flight skills, airspace management, aviation safety, emergency 

procedures, crew coordination, DOI aviation policy and procedures, and mission planning.  In 

addition, each received approximately 5 hours of flight time as vehicle operator and 5 hours as 

mission operator. The Raven A is a 4.2 pound aircraft with a 55 inch wing span and has both 

color electro optical and infrared sensors. AMD provided oversight for the training with its two 

previously qualified Raven operators, Harry Kieling, Alaska Regional Director, and Rod Russell, 

Aviation Safety Compliance Specialist. For the past two years, AMD and USGS have effectively 

teamed together to pursue efforts to explore the intriguing possibilities and complex 

requirements of safely integrating UAS’s in support of DOI missions such as wildlife surveys, 
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Harry Kieling, AMD Alaska Regional Director; 
Kathy Neitzert, USGS; Phil Owen, Aerodyne Raven 

Instructor presenting their Graduation Certificate 
 

law enforcement, search, firefighting support, and command and control. This cooperative 

approach between USGS and AMD is a powerful example of the success possible though 

different DOI bureaus teaming together for a common goal.” said Mark Bathrick, Associate 

Director, DOI, NBC’s Aviation Management." There 

are now 27 qualified Raven operators across the 

Federal government located within four DOI 

Bureaus; two in AMD and one in the Department of 

Agriculture’s U.S. Forrest Service. Cooperative 

agreements are being finalized with the U.S. Army to 

afford DOI operators airspace to develop their 

proficiency.  In addition, a number of agreements 

are being reached with the FAA to allow 

Unmanned Aircraft to operate in specially 

designated airspace to enable select bureau missions. “The use of UAS technology will enhance 

our ability to provide unbiased scientific information to better enable decision makers to make 

informed decisions. In a few years the use of unmanned aircraft to support DOI missions will be 

as common place as global positions systems (gps) and the internet is today.” said Mike Hutt, 

USGS UAS Project Office. This impressive accomplishment has helped establish DOI as pioneers in 

the civilian applications of Unmanned Aircraft Systems.  To learn more about UAS, please visit: 

http://rmgsc.cr.usgs.gov/UAS/  
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